WHITE CLIFFS RAMBLERS
NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2021

WELCOME TO OUR NEW GROUP CHAIR – JOHN PYE
Some of you will know me from Group Walks, however, I am conscious that with of a membership of
over 500, a number of you do not.
Compared to many of you I am a relative newcomer to
White Cliffs Ramblers. I moved back to Kent in 2017
having been a Rambler with the Taunton Group for a few
years. Having done some internet research I thought that
White Cliffs group looked the right group for me and
taking part in a group walk from Breach Downs led by
Margaret Lubbock certainly confirmed my views.
First a bit of recent history (or how did I get here!).
Not long after joining the group I became involved with
Gavin (Trevelyan) in helping with the updating of the
Group website as well as the steering group for going
paperless. Shortly after this I was invited to join the
Committee.
Unfortunately, at roughly the same time, a nasty virus
decided to do it’s worst on us, however by adopting a “won’t be beaten” spirit the Committee did
what they were able to continue group activities within the necessary restrictions. Thanks are due to
all members for their patience through this difficult period.
In mid-2020, knowing that Margaret Lubbock wished to stand down as Chair I was approached to
see if it was a role I would consider. My initial reaction was slightly shocked with the thought that
“surely there are other people more deserving of the position”. But after some careful thought and
exchanges with Margaret, the concept grew on me. I felt I needed more time to get to know other
Committee members better and the way the Group functioned, so proposed that I delay standing for
Chair until the 2021 AGM. Margaret was fully supportive of this and was happy to continue in her
role at that time. Then, as you are all aware, disaster struck with Margaret’s sad passing.
Fortunately, Tony Bristow was prepared to take the role as Chair following Margaret’s tragic demise,
still enabling me the time I felt I needed, for which I am most grateful.
History over, now time to look forward (or what am I going to do!).
It’s clearly been a difficult couple of years, dealing with restrictions from Covid and the untimely
passing of longstanding key members of the group. However, the legacy they left us gives us a
wonderful building block to work from.

There are undoubtedly some challenges ahead in restarting group activities, but this gives us a
marvelous opportunity to tailor what we do as a group to best suit all our members, a lot of whom
are new to the group. Plans are afoot to send out surveys that will allow you all to contribute to the
way we do things and question the way some things are done like: “Should we have some longer
Group walks, or more shorter ones?”.
Please tell us your views when we send these out and remember this is your Ramblers group run by
your Committee, and I want everyone to feel included and able to voice their views and opinions. In
my role as Chair, I will ensure that any matters are openly discussed, and any decisions made are
democratically determined in alignment with the Ramblers mission.
As we are heading towards the festive time of year, I take this opportunity to send Seasons Greetings
and wish a Happy New Year to you all; I look forward to joining you for a natter on our group walks.
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WHITE CLIFFS WALKING FESTIVAL
We're delighted to announce that next year's White Cliffs Walking Festival will take place from 25th
to 30th August.
The Festival aims to promote Walking as a healthy and enjoyable activity and we hope to appeal to
as wide a range of participants as possible by offering walks of different lengths and levels of
challenge, family friendly walks and walks with an historical or nature interest. We plan also to
promote our beautiful and varied coastal and downland landscapes - especially as the Lonely Planet
guides has placed Kent's Heritage White Cliffs Coast 4th in its list of the world’s best regions to visit in
2022!
Our organising committee has already begun work on compiling our walks programme, including
some of the walks which have proved successful in the past, but we're on the lookout too for new
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walks, so we'd love to hear suggestions from you, our Group members, of favourite walks in our area
or local destinations which can be visited on foot. If you have any ideas - or may be willing to lead a
walk during the Festival please speak to any member of our committee, or contact me, Andrew
Swarbrick, to discuss your suggestion.
Members of the 2022 Festival Committee include:
Andrew Swarbrick - Festival Co-ordinator
Rhona Hodges – Secretary and Walks Team
John Shale - Treasurer
Kevin Joyce - Festival Webmaster and Publicity and Promotions team
Helena Trevelyan - Walks team
Lesley Stephenson - Walks team convenor
Tony Bristow - Walks team
Nicola Foad – Walks team and liaison with LDWA
Lee Pickup - Publicity and Promotions team convenor
Kim Pye - Publicity and Promotions team
Jane O'Neill - Publicity and Promotions team

RAMBLER’S NEW BRAND AND WEBSITE
The start of the New Year will see the launch of a new branding and website. The current ‘leaf’ R will
be replaced by a new logo:
This is the explanation given by Ramblers Head Office of the meaning of the
new logo: “The symbol represents our brand idea ‘Opening the Way’ depicted
by cut paper opening up to create the way. The path created winds its way
through in the shape of an ‘R’ for the Ramblers.”
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In addition, each Ramblers Area and Group has been provided with its own version of the logo.
However, this does not mean that we must drop our own and much appreciated roundel depicting
the White Cliffs. Just as now, we will continue to use both the national and
our own logos.
Alongside these branding changes a new national Ramblers website will be
launched in January 2022. As there will be a phased implementation the full
switch-over will not be completed until March 2022.
Each Ramblers Area and Group will have its own page on the new website,
and we are promised that this will make it easier for local groups to update
their own entries. Although these changes are taking place, we will continue to maintain our
website at www.whitecliffsramblers.org.uk
Finally, questions as to cost and why the change should be addressed to Head Office!

FOOTPATH ISSUES
Inland Border Facility / North Downs Way The government has now published revised
proposals for the development of an Inland Border Facility in Guston. The facility will now only be
occupied by HMRC, and as a result the size of the site has been significantly reduced.
A temporary diversion has been in place on the North Downs Way for the past four weeks to allow
for archaeological
investigations to be
undertaken. It is anticipated
that construction of the
facility will commence early
in the new year and will
become operational towards
the end of 2022. In
responding to a further
round of consultation we
have argued that any
changes to the North Downs
Way should enhance the
experience for all users,
including walkers.

For more information about
the Dover Inland Border
Facility see:
Dover Inland Border Facility – Inland Border Facilities (click on this link).
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Footpath diversions, creations, and extinguishments We regularly receive copies of
applications to divert, create or extinguish a footpath in our patch. These initially come to Roger King
(Sector Coordinator, East Kent) who will assign and liaise with the relevant Local Footpath Officer
(LFO). The proposals will then be considered, and comments, observations or objections made to the
appropriate authority. In some cases, this may also lead to having to make representations to the
Planning Inspectorate.
We currently have several vacancies for LFO’s for the following parishes: Acrise / Elham / Lyminge /
Nonington / Swingfield. If you would like to know more about the role of the LFO or are interested in
taking on the responsibility for one of these parishes, please email Roger King:
roger.rambler89@outlook.com
In the meantime, look out for Roger’s monthly updates that are posted to the WCR website: White
Cliffs Ramblers: Footpaths

Vegetation Clearance Team 1 Regular
visitors to the Groups Facebook page
will be aware that several members of
our Vegetation Clearance Team have
recently undergone training in the use
of power tools. This means that they
can be much more productive and
efficient in clearing footpaths that have
become overgrown.
To ensure that the Team are kept
active relies on receiving regular
reports on paths requiring vegetation
to be cleared. Our Parish Footpath
Observers (PFOs) are one of the
potential sources of this information,
as they are required to check the state
of the footpaths within their parish at
least once a year – not an overly
onerous task. We currently have PFO
vacancies for the following parishes:
Acrise / Capel-le-Ferne / Hawkinge /
Paddlesworth / Tilmanstone / Walmer.
If you are interested in becoming a PFO
for one of these parishes, please email
walks@whitecliffsramblers.org.uk
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Collage created from photographs taken by John Pye, showing the Team at work on a footpath off St.
Radigund’s Road, Dover
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For more information about the vegetation clearance team, please email John Shale:
j_shale@live.com

Reporting footpath faults Even if you do not wish to become a PFO you should report any
overgrown footpath, or indeed any other footpath problem via the Kent County Council website:
Report a problem on a right of way - Kent County Council
You will need to create an account (email address / password) to report a footpath problem.
Although vegetation clearance is not the highest priority for KCC, our Vegetation Clearance Team are
in regular contact with local KCC Public Rights of Way (PRoW) staff to pick up on reports of
overgrown paths.

COMMEMORATING MARGARET LUBBOCK
During the first half of
November, a series of walks
were held to commemorate our
late Chairman, Margaret
Lubbock. Based around one of
her favourite areas, St
Margaret’s, the three walks
(including the one prior to our
recent Annual General Meeting)
were attended by 100 walkers.
We were delighted that on two
of the walks, Margaret’s
daughter, Rosemary, was able to
join us. Thanks go to Margaret
Milsted-Williamson, Diana
Backwell and Lee Pickup for
organizing and leading the walks. Thanks to the donations from family, friends, and members of
White Cliffs Ramblers, we were able to organise the purchase and assembly of a wooden bench in
time for these commemorative walks. Situated within Pines Gardens, and close to a rose that the
family planted in Margaret’s memory, this tranquil setting with a stunning view of the White Cliffs,
makes the perfect place to stop, rest and take a moment for quiet reflection.

REMEMBERING LES PRESTON
A funeral was held for Les at Shorncliffe Military Cemetery on October 28th, 2021. It was well
attended and followed by a memorial service at Etchinghill Golf Course, also well attended by family
and friends.
Les had a varied life, achieving the rank of Major in the army and was successful in civilian life after
his retirement from the forces. During his years with White Cliffs Ramblers, he was instrumental in
arranging many Navigation courses, holidays abroad, leading innumerable walks, serving as a
committee member both in the main White Cliffs Committee, the Festival Committee, and the Kent
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Area Committee. He gave of his time and shared his skills unstintingly and was always ready to help
and support members.
To remember Les, a range of ideas have been discussed and we have decided on the following:
A commemorative bench: We plan to have a bench installed up on Tolsford Hill, near the North
Downs Way, with stunning views over the Etchinghill Golf Course and surrounding countryside. Les
had hoped to do this himself when he had the kissing gate installed in 2019, so that people could sit
there and enjoy the view, but it didn’t happen at that time. This also reflects that he lived in the area
for 30 plus years.
Photographic Competition: Les was a very keen photographer, always busy on our walks, particularly
in the last several years. The committee discussed and decided that there will be a photographic
competition of all those photos posted on White Cliff’s Facebook page and on White Cliffs Ramblers
website. Three judges will pick the best 10 photos and present these to the committee which will
decide the winner according to the highest score. That person will win a Les Preston trophy.
Photobook: This is being compiled by the excellent John Grace. It will feature photos of Les’s life,
family, friends, walking routes and holidays and his many achievements and include photos
indicative of his extraordinary generosity to the group and area ramblers.
Remembrance Sunday Walk: We will continue to hold these walk each year. They were invariably led
by Les and future walks will be dedicated to Les, who led our group each year accompanied by his
trusty transistor so we could hold a minute’s silence.
The Kearsney Loop: We hope to have the Kearsney Loop renamed The Kearsney Loop - The Les
Preston Loop to reflect that it was his hard work and liaison with Dover District Council and The
Ministry of Defence that allowed the creation of the 2.6 mile path in 2019.

On behalf of the WCR Committee,
may we wish a Happy Christmas and
a peaceful and safe New Year.
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