Website: www.whitecliffsramblers.org.uk

Chairman’s address

stiles and not climbing over fences or gates unless there
is a genuine need, so please try and uphold our good
name.
I hope you will also like the fact that this Newsletter is
also on the website. We try and keep you all
appropriately informed, both those who do not have
computers and those who do. If you have any concerns,
please do inform me.
In the meantime, have a Happy Walking Summer
Best wishes
Margaret Lubbock
Chairman White Cliffs Ramblers.

Our White Cliffs Festival is nearly here. I hope you have
all booked the walks you would like as some do get
booked up. I am keeping my fingers crossed for good
walking weather at the end of the month.
By the time you have all read this our summer will be
almost over. I hope you have enjoyed walking with the
group. This year, numbers on walks have been much
larger which means you have more people to chat with.
There are benefits both of large numbers and small
numbers on walks. In fact, if you want to see some wild
life in the country, the best walks are with your back
marker, doing the recce for your proposed walk that you
are leading. It is then you will see the birds, foxes and
even unusual wild flowers that get missed on the
published walks.
Another aspect of larger numbers is possible problems
with parking. Small villages usually groan when large
numbers of cars arrive – it is up to us all to try and car
share and park responsibly and it is up to the Walk
Leader to find appropriate parking when sorting out a
walk. We are currently revising some of our information
on this, so if you have any useful information, please do
contact Nigel Cussans or me. It is also up to us to be
responsible when walking through our countryside and
obey the Country Code. This means using the gates and
2

Obituary – Peter Carter
Members will be sad to hear of the death of Peter
Carter, the White Cliffs Ramblers’ first treasurer. Peter,
who was 88 and died after a long illness, became
treasurer when the group was formed in 1989. He
carried on the job for many years, always displaying
vigilance over the security of our funds rivalled only by
that afforded to the Crown Jewels at the Tower of
London! His wife Margaret was the group’s first social
secretary.
In the early days of the group, the garden parties held at
Peter and Margaret’s home in Westgate, following a
walk, were well known for the excellent refreshments
provided by Margaret.
Peter was a very strong walker, and had also been a
member of the Long Distance Walkers Association,
completing two 50-mile challenge walks. He also enjoyed
running, and completed five London Marathons.
In recent years Peter joined the group’s stile repair team,
work he continued until four years ago.
Peter, who was born in Bermondsey in London and
moved to Kent in 1963, worked for the Post Office for 33
years.

Margaret has asked that any donations in Peter’s
memory are made to the Huntingdon’s Disease
Association (https://www.hda.org.uk/).

An Outing to Sevenoaks
On a cloudy, drizzly morning in early May, a group of
White Cliffs Ramblers headed west, the destination Kemsing, and an outing with Michael Cursons from
Sevenoaks Ramblers, organized by Margaret MilstedWilliamson. As we arrived at St. Edith Hall, an attractive
village hall commandeered as an army hospital in WWI,
the sun broke through the clouds and stayed with us for
the rest of a gorgeous, varied and story-filled day.
We began with an ascent out of Kemsing to the top of
the North Downs, for a view over the valley, an area of
outstanding natural beauty. We traipsed through fields
of buttercups, then into the woods to hear a bit of local
lore from Mike.
The stop was a former smugglers‘cottage, with an
innovative design for alerting smugglers to customs
officers - a removable bottle, that could be placed in the
exterior wall and lit from behind a hidden interior wall to
signal danger ahead. Deeper into the woods we came
upon the ruins of the Pig and Whistle - as legend has it,
an illicit pub that kept the locals plied with tariff-free
booze back in the day. Sadly, only small pieces of the
exterior walls remained. Without Mike’s pointed finger,
we’d never have known it was there.
More walking took us across fields, down into valleys,
through a dazzling bluebell wood and back up to another
high vantage point, with views to London, a mere 10
miles away. Although hazy, we could still make out
Canary Wharf. We descended into Kemsing for lunch at
The Bell, our chance to sample the fare at a legitimate
pub, serving real ales and homemade food. Refuelled,
we climbed again to the top of the North Downs.
We wandered across a few more fields, ambled through
yet another bluebell wood and got a second chance to
see the skyline of London - by now the haze had lifted
and buildings, notably The Shard, were readily
identifiable. We walked alongside several horse farms,
through the grounds of an old country manor house, and
made our final descent into Kemsing.
We took time for one last stop at The Bell for tea and
cake, then said our thank-filled goodbyes to Mike. We
set off for home, tired but rejuvenated, promising that
we’d do this again next year.
All in all, an excellent day out!
Peter Wraight

He and Margaret, who had been married for 54 years,
have three children, 11 grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.
Several members of the group went to a Requiem Mass
for Peter, held at Our Lady and St Benedict’s RC Church,
Birchington.
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East Kent Ploughing Match (27/9/17) – Volunteers
Please
The 73rd Ploughing Match event will take place this year
at Quex Park, Manston Road, Birchington, CT7 0HR on
Wednesday 27th September 2017, by kind permission of
Quex Park Estates Ltd. This is a change from the normal
farmland hosts. We need 12 Volunteers to each offer 2
hours of their time across one of 4 time-slots during the
day.
As in previous years, White Cliffs Ramblers will be
supporting Robert Peel (Kent Area Ramblers), who will
be providing the tent and Ramblers materials, and our
White Cliffs Ramblers Volunteers will meet with visitors,
distribute our Walks Programmes and invite people to
join us. This has always been a very productive and busy
event, with opportunities for Volunteers to see some of
the many stalls and events taking place at this premier
farming meeting.
Visitors will arrive from 9am, therefore, the first group of
Volunteers (8-10am) will be helping Robert Peel put up
the tent and prepare the tables, as well as meeting the
first people interested in Walking. The other three shifts
are: 10-12nn, 12-2pm, 2-4pm. I will be reimbursing your

£5 entrance fee on the day, therefore, Volunteers will
not be out-of-pocket by attending the event.
To offer your help please contact Nigel Cussans by eMail
(njcussans@btinternet.com) or by phone (01304 611834
or 07447 936074) and indicate your preferred time-slot.

ROLL UP, ROLL UP - BARN DANCE

VENUE: Barham Village Hall, Valley Rd. CT4 6QH
DATE: SATURDAY 25th NOVEMBER 2017
COST: £7 PER HEAD (for hire of band & hall)
TIME: 7.15PM for 7.30 start.
REFRESHMENT: An American Supper
(please bring a buffet contribution & own drink and
glasses)
BAND: The Deal Hoodeners
TICKETS: Available from Jill/Ted Roche from 1st August
Phone: 01304 364856
Email: ted.roche30@btinternet.com
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Anchors Away - An Afternoon Sail on the Edith
May
It didn’t look promising. In the rain, we pulled into the
car park in Lower Halstow and saw a hotchpotch of
ramblers sheltering dismally under a tree. We
introduced ourselves, then braved the weather and
made our way to the Edith May, a beautifully restored
sailing barge, for an afternoon outing organized by
Margaret Milsted-Williamson.
Once on board, our fortunes changed. We were met by
the current owner, Geoff Grandson, and his son Ed,
ushered into the hold and offered warming mugs of
coffee and tea, along with a plate of biscuits. As we ate
and drank, Geoff told us the story of the Edith May,
built in 1906 as a Thames sailing barge to carry wheat
between East Anglia and London. She had an illustrious
career - trading, racing and, starting in the 1950s,
motoring - before falling into a state of disrepair. Geoff
acquired her in 1999 and over the next 10 years,
painstakingly restored her to her former glory.
Relaunched in 2010, she now sails regularly through the
summer and competes in 8 annual barge races. Only the
week-end before, a race had left her with a severe gash
in her starboard gunwale - fortunately, repaired just in
time for our sail.
We had to wait for the tide to roll in before we could set
off on our 3-hour cruise. Within minutes of leaving the
dock, the enormous red sails were hoisted - a
spectacular sight even from the deck - what must it look
like from ashore? Geoff’s son, Ed, was at the helm,
steering us through a narrow channel above a Roman
Road just visible beneath the surface, reminding us that
these waters had reclaimed what had once been dry
land.
We moved quickly past Deadman’s Island at the mouth
of the Swale, the 200-year old burial site for people who
had died onboard floating prisons. We caught site of a
Royal Navy frigate, HMS Richmond, passing on her way
to the Thames the sunken wreck of the USS Richard
Montgomery, an American World War II ship, still
carrying explosives.
After passing south of the Isle of Grain a good lunch
followed, and all too soon our journey was at an end.
If you have a few hours to spare this summer, you could
hardly spend a better afternoon.
Linda Worrell

Finding The Way
Inspired by the work of John Polden and his stiling team,
long-standing White Cliffs members Jane and Alan Ford
decided to contribute to the FINDING THE WAY campaign
being organized by the Ramblers’ Kent Rights of Way
Manager, and White Cliffs Group Secretary, Averil Brice.
Their generous donation paid for a new kissing gate to
be installed near Acrise.
The new gate, which was provided by, and delivered to
the site by Kent County Council replaces a pair of old
rusty gates at the end of a track

Jane and Alan at the ‘official’ opening of the new gate,
with Margaret Lubbock and Averil and Steve Brice.
To find out more about
the Finding the Way
campaign contact Averil
Brice (01303 892252).
If you would like to
donate a gate, contact
John Polden (01304
823705) for details.

5

No.

Date

Time

3218.

Thursday
10:00
03/08/2017

Map ref.
Postcode
TR013648
ME13 0QD

3219.

Saturday
07:30
05/08/2017

TR371641
CT11 0HE

3220.

Sunday
10:00
06/08/2017

TR275565
CT3 1LB

3221.

Sunday
10:00
06/08/2017

TR287438
CT16 3DZ

3222.

Thursday
09:00
10/08/2017

TR314515
CT13 9RA

3223.

Saturday
13:00
12/08/2017

TQ569152
TN21 0LL

Walk
Harty Ferry
Meet at car park (at the end of Church
Rd.). Parking spaces are limited, please
car share. Lunch stop - The Shipwright
Arms, Faversham
Ramsgate Saturday morning breakfast
walk. Meet near the boating pool (Royal
Esplanade).
Staple Meet at the village hall car park
(50p per car). Lunch stop at The Half
Moon & 7 Stars or Preston Garden Centre
Kearsney Abbey Please park in the lower
car park, as the upper car park will be
busy with families. Then meet by the café.
Dover Meet at Dover Priory Station Linear
walk via Bishopsbourne (lunch stop) and
the North Downs Way to Canterbury.
Return by train at own expense.
Wateringbury Lunch and tea walk. If
having lunch meet at the 'Where
Memories Meet' tea room at 11:30 (188
Tonbridge Road, ME18 5NS). Free parking
opposite at village hall, or park in road.
Walk starts at 1:00pm
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Miles
(Kms)
10
(16.1)

Grade

Contact

6
(9.7)

Mod. 2

Joy
01304 825302

10.5
(16.9)

Mod. 2

5.5
(8.9)

Mod. 4

19
(30.6)

Brisk
4

Nigel & Bev
01304 611834 or
07447 936074
John Gr
01303 250230
or 07814 786839
Graham S
01304 367853

6
(9.7)

Easy 2

Mod. Flat Ted
01304 364856,

Margaret M-W /
Keren McM
01795 843927 /
01795 842518

3224.

Sunday
10:00
13/08/2017

TR136404
CT18 8DH

3225.

Tuesday
10:00
15/08/2017

TR151531
CT4 5NS

3226.

Thursday
10:00
17/08/2017

TR374453
CT15 6DT

3227.

Sunday
10:00
20/08/2017
Sunday
10:00
20/08/2017

TQ971380
TN26 1LQ
TR324446
CT15 5EP

3228.

Farthing Common Meet at the car park
(Junction of Stone Street / Farthing
Common).
Lower Hardres
Meet at car park at the end of School
Lane (opposite farm shop)
St. Margaret's Meet at the Dover
Memorial Patrol car park (at the end of
Granville Road, Dover). Lunch stop at The
Smugglers Inn, St. Margaret's - or bring
own sandwiches.
Shadoxhurst Meet at the King's Head
Fig. of 8 walk (6 + 5 miles)
Guston
Meet near The Chance Inn.

5.5
(8.9)

Mod. 3

Richard F
07774 184007

5.5
(8.9)

Easy 3

10
(16.1)

Mod. 4

Darrell
01304 611242
or 07845 123155
John W
01304 852563

11
(17.7)
6.7
(10.8)

Mod. 3

Harrietsham Meet at the village hall car
park. Walk through the grounds of Leeds
Castle via the North Downs Way. Lunch
stop at The George, Leeds.
Wingham Meet near car park (St. Mary's
Meadow)
Barfrestone Meet in the factory car park.
Pub stop for lunch.
Stanford Meet at the turning just off the
B2068. Book lunch if you like at The Drum
Inn (tel. 01303 812125)
Thornden Wood Meet at car park near
the junction of Thornden Wood Road and
New Road. Pub stop at lunch-time.
Barham Meet near the Post Office. Lunch
stop in Elham (pubs and cafe).
Folkestone Triennial walk Meet in front
of The Grand Hotel, The Leas. The walk
will visit new artworks and displays
exhibited in public spaces around the
town.
For updates about the Triennial, visit:
http://www.folkestonetriennial.org.uk/ab
out-the-folkestone-triennial/theme/.
Littlebourne
Meet near the church.

10
(16.1)

Mod. 2

Jim Bu
07948 149938

6.5
(10.5)
12
(19.3)
6
(9.7)

Mod. 2

Jane G
01304 611771
John Gil
07780 679534
Rhona
01303 258022

10.5
(16.9)

Mod. 2/3 John P
01304 823705

13
(20.9)
6
(9.7)

Mod. 4

5.5
(8.9)

Mod. 2

Aldington Park and meet opposite The
Walnut Tree (do not park in pub car park).
Lunch stop - The White Horse, Bilsington.
Seasalter Meet opposite the café on
Whitstable Road. Lunch stop in
Faversham - pubs and cafés.
Bishopstone Meet in the car park (free) at
the end of Bishopstone Lane.

11
(17.7)

Mod. 4

12
(19.3)

Mod. 2

Bob and Alison
01227 771740

7
(11.3)

Mod. 2

Brian G
01843 291814

Mod. 2

Rob G
07580 039671
Gavin
07903 456463
or 01304 820445

WHITE CLIFFS WALKING FESTIVAL
THURSDAY 24TH TO WEDNESDAY 30TH AUGUST
3229.

Thursday
10:00
31/08/2017

TQ873529
ME17 1BZ

3230.

Thursday
10:00
31/08/2017
Sunday
10:00
03/09/2017
Sunday
10:00
03/09/2017

TR244576
CT3 1DW
TR262503
CT15 7JG
TR130385
TN25 6DW

3233.

Thursday
10:00
07/09/2017

TR143632
CT6 7NZ

3234.

Sunday
10:00
10/09/2017
Sunday
10:00
10/09/2017

TR207497
CT4 6PP
TR217354
CT20 2LR

3236.

Tuesday
10:00
12/09/2017

TR211579
CT3 1XU

3237.

Thursday
10:00
14/09/2017

TR062367
TN25 7DJ

3238.

Sunday
10:00
17/09/2017

TR071649
CT5 4BW

3239.

Sunday
10:00
17/09/2017

TR210687
CT6 6RL

3231.
3232.

3235.
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Mod. 2
Mod. 3

Mod. 2

Jim Bu
07948 149938
Les P
01303 863495
or 07526 557663

Darrell
01304 611242
or 07845 123155
Richard Bx
07710 689327

3240.

Thursday
10:00
21/09/2017
Sunday
10:00
24/09/2017
Sunday
10:00
24/09/2017

TR235631
CT3 4BP
TR039344
TN25 7JX
TR275565
CT3 1LB

3243.

Thursday
10:00
28/09/2017

TR287438
CT16 3DZ

3244.

Sunday
10:00
01/10/2017

TR063366
TN25 7DY

3245.

Thursday
10:00
05/10/2017

TQ878641
ME9 8BS

3246.

Sunday
10:00
08/10/2017

TR053468
TN25 5BP

3247.

Sunday
10:00
08/10/2017

TR257483
CT15 7PE

3241.
3242.

Grove Ferry Meet at Grove Ferry car park.
Lunch stop in Littlebourne (pub). RADO.
Bilsington Meet at The White Horse for
this Fig. of 8 walk (7 + 3.5miles).
Staple Meet at the village hall car park
(50p per car). This walk will go via
Goodnestone Park.
Kearsney Abbey Meet in the car park
(near the café and toilets). Lunch stop pubs and cafes in Dover.
Aldington Meet on Aldington village
green road. Lunch can be booked at The
Walnut Tree, Aldington (01233 720298).
The walk takes in Aldington Knoll and the
Holy Maid of Kent Chapel. RADO
Sittingbourne Meet at the Tudor Rose
pub, just off the M2 / A2. Park on the
road, NOT in the pub car park. Lunch stop
- The Three Tuns, Lower Halstow.
Wye Meet in the village car park (near the
Co-Op). This walk will go via Crundale
Church, Hastingleigh (lunch stop at The
Bowl Inn), and the North Downs Way.
Shepherdswell
Meet at Shepherdswell Station.
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13.5
(21.7)
10.5
(16.9)
6.5
(10.5)

Mod.3

12
(19.3)

Mod. 4

7
(11.3)

Mod. 3

11.5
(18.5)

Mod. 3

Margaret M-W
01795 843927
or 07964 067915

10
(16.1)

Mod. 4

Jim Bu
07948 149938

5.5
(8.9)

Mod. 2/3 Margaret L
01304 831011
or 07720 137465

Mod. 3
Mod.2

David J
01303 269151
Rob G
07580 039671
Nigel & Bev
01304 611834
or 07447 936074
Ev & Clare
01304 824344 /
214778
David J
01303 269151

3248.

Thursday
10:00
12/10/2017

TR143439
CT4 6XY

3249.

Sunday
10:00
15/10/2017

TR298694
CT7 9JE

3250.

Sunday
10:00
15/10/2017
Tuesday
10:00
17/10/2017

TR236632
CT3 4BP
TR254545
CT3 1PJ

3252.

Thursday
10:00
19/10/2017

TR256423
CT15 7QH

3253.

Sunday
10:00
22/10/2017
Thursday
10:00
26/10/2017

TR287438
CT16 3DZ
TR255546
CT3 1PQ

3251.

3254.

Rhodes Minnis Meet at West Wood car
park (near Sixmile Garage, Stone Street).
Lunch stop at The Coach & Horses,
Lyminge.
Birchington Meet at the railway station
(car park £1.00 all day). Lunch stop in St.
Nicholas at Wade - 2 pubs.
Grove Ferry Meet at the picnic site car
park (£2.00 all day Sunday).
Goodnestone
Meet near the pub / church

11
(17.7)

Mod. 3

10
(16.1)

Mod. Flat Peter C / Heather
01843 232969

7
(11.3)
6
(9.7)

Mod. 2

Alkham Park opposite the village hall.
Lunch stop - The Valiant Sailor, Capel - le Ferne.
Kearsney Abbey Meet in the car park
(near café / toilets)
Goodnestone Meet near the pub. Parking
is limited - please car share. Fig. of 8 walk
(4.7 + 4.5 miles). Lunch stop at The
Fitzwalter Arms.

10.5
(16.9)
6
(9.7)
9.2
(14.8)

Lorna / Len J
07980 309419

Brian G
01843 291814
Mod. 2 Darrell
01304 611242
or 07845 123155
Mod. 4 John Gr
01303 250230
or 07814 786839
Mod. 4 Jill R
01304 364856
Mod. 2/3 Anne and Tony
01304 372814

DETAILS OF WALKS FOR DECEMBER 2017 TO MARCH 2018 TO ANNE & TONY BY 23/10/2017 PLEASE
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3255.
3256.
3257.
3258.

Sunday
29/10/2017
Sunday
29/10/2017
Thursday
02/11/2017
Sunday
05/11/2017

10:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

TR179599
CT2 0BT
TR233539
CT3 3JE
TR079453
TN25 5HE
TR358447
CT15 6AA

Fordwich Meet at Marlow Meadows.
Lunch stop at The Red Lion, Bridge.
Adisham
Meet at the railway station.
Wye Downs. Meet at Wye Downs car
park. Lunch stop in Wye
St. Margaret's - at - Cliffe.
AGM walk Meet at the village car park.

11
(17.7)
6.5
(10.5)
11
(17.7)
6
(9.7)

Shepherdswell
Meet at Shepherdswell Station. Lunch
stop at the Duke of Cumberland, Barham.
Remembrance Sunday walk - Farthing
Common Lunch stop at The Bowl Inn,
Hastingleigh.
Swingfield Street
Meet near the church.

11
(17.7)

Chilham Meet in the (lower) village car
park - free. Lunch stop - The Rose and
Crown, Perry Wood.
Eastry Meet in the car park. Lunch stop in
Sandwich - pubs and cafes

10.5
(16.9)

Martin Mill Meet at the station. Park in
approach road, not immediately in front
of the station as replacement bus services
operate frequently on Sundays.
Aylesham Meet at the railway station.
Undulating walk with no steep hills. Lunch
stop at The Black Pig, Barnsole.
Around The Thanet Planet Meet at
Sandwich Railway Station to catch the
09:06 train to Margate (arriving at 09:30).
Then walk back, lunch stop in Ramsgate –
pubs and cafes.
Sandwich
Meet at the Guildhall car park (free on
Sunday).
Hawkinge Meet at the community centre
car park. Lunch stop in Elham (pubs / tearooms).

6.5
(10.5)

Chris B
07855 898234
Mod. 2 Jane
01304 611771
Mod. 3/4 Elaine
01233 812328
Mod. 3 Margaret L
01304 831011
or 07720 137465
Mod. 3/4 Margaret L
01304 831011
or 07720 137465
Mod. 4 Les P
01303 863495 or
07526 557663
Easy 3
Darrell
01304 611242
or 07845 123155
Mod. 3 Margaret M-W
01795 843927
or 07964 067915
Mod. 2 Rowena / Helena
01304 614789
or 01304 820445
Mod. 2 Rob and Madeleine
01304 366716

11
(17.7)

Mod. 2/3 John Pi
01304 214153

19
(29)

Fast 2/3 Graham S
01304 367853

3259.

Thursday
10:00
09/11/2017

TR257483
CT15 7PE

3260.

Sunday
10:00
12/11/2017

TR136404
CT18 8DH

3261.

Tuesday
10:00
14/11/2017

TR233434
CT15 7HA

3262.

Thursday
10:00
16/11/2017

TR066536
CT4 8BZ

3263.

Sunday
10:00
19/11/2017

TR309547
CT13 0HF

3264.

Sunday
10:00
19/11/2017

TR342465
CT15 5LD

3265.

Thursday
10:00
23/11/2017

TR241524
CT3 3AS

3266.

Sunday
08:55
26/11/2017

TR333577
CT13 9RA

3267.

Sunday
10:00
26/11/2017

TR329580
CT13 9BP

3268.

Thursday
09:30
30/11/2017

TR216398
CT18 7BS

11
(17.7)
5.5
(8.9)

10
(16.1)

6.5
(10.5)

Mod. 2

14.5
(23.3)

Fast 4

LEGEND FOR THE WALK PROGRAMME
EASY

LESS THAN 2.5 MPH

1

FLAT

MOD.

2.5 – 3.0 MPH

2

FLAT WITH SMALL INCLINES

FAST

3.0 – 3.5 MPH

3

FLAT WITH SOME SMALL HILLS

V. FAST

OVER 3.5 MPH

4

UNDULATING WITH SOME STEEPER
HILLS

5

MIXED SMALL AND STEEP HILLS

RADO = Registered Assistance Dogs Only

10

Mod. 3

Terry
01304 375824
or 07929 828917
Eve R
01304 362124

The Cinque Ports 100
Help is required on the Cinque Ports 100, organised by
Kent Group of the Long Distance Walkers Association,
which takes place over the Bank Holiday weekend of
May 26th-28th, 2018.
The annual 'Hundred' is the LDWA's flagship event and
takes place in a different part of the country each year.
For the annual 'Hundred', walkers have 48 hours to
complete the route, with 16 checkpoints – where they
will be fed and watered and can attend to blisters and
any other aches and pains – en route. The Cinque Ports
100 will link the Cinque Ports of Hastings, New Romney,
Hythe, Dover and Sandwich and associated towns of
Winchelsea, Rye, Tenterden, Lydd and Deal.
The event will be based at the Duke of York's Royal
Military School, just outside Dover, with walkers
transported by bus to Sussex Coast College at Hastings,
where the walk will start.
White Cliffs Ramblers and Kent Ramblers press officer
Graham Smith is also chairman of Kent LDWA, which is
hosting the event.
Help will be required at Northbourne Village Hall, where
members of the White Cliffs Ramblers are manning a
checkpoint, and also at HQ, helping Joy Davies (who is
the event's catering manager – and is also, of course, a
White Cliffs Ramblers stalwart) with catering, and
helping with car parking, transport, and IT.
Anyone happy to help is asked to contact Graham on
01304 367853 or email him on
grahamlsmith53@btinternet.com
Ramblers are, of course, welcome to enter the Cinque
Ports 100, but they will need to complete a 50-mile
qualifier. Details of the Cinque Ports 100, and qualifiers,
are on the Kent LDWA website www.ldwa.org.uk/kent
when visits to local and national records offices will be
needed.
Field research: this involves visiting a potential ‘lost way’
and gathering on the ground evidence, photographic and
anecdotal, from local people who may have recollections
to support the claim.

As Ramblers, we should all recognise how important the
Rights of Way network is to our enjoyment of walking.
Yet there are many well-trodden routes across England
& Wales that have never been officially recognised as
footpaths or bridleways. Unless action is taken to
protect these paths, they could be lost forever.
Under The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) the
1st January, 2026 will be a cut-off date for adding
historic paths to definitive maps. There is a particular
urgency, because under existing law any path which
hasn’t been recorded by 2026 will automatically be
extinguished. Unrecorded paths can be built upon,
closed or changed at any time and once they are gone
they are lost forever.
Whilst 2026 may seem a long way off, backlogs in the
recording process and staffing reductions in local
authority Rights Of Way offices may mean that paths
already identified could be lost.
So, what is to be done?
Here in Kent a project has been established to coordinate activity at both a local and county-wide level.
The project is being managed by Neville Machin, but its
success will be dependent on individual volunteers
undertaking a range of tasks to gather the evidence in
support of an application to have a path included on the
definitive map. At a group level 2 main tasks have been
identified:
Records and documentary research: this involves
identifying and searching through historical records for
evidence in support of a claim. Much of this can be done
from home, online. However, there may be occasions
If you are interested in becoming involved, or if you are
concerned that a path that you use might be lost please
contact Neville Machin:

nevillelostwayskentramblers@btinternet.com
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Kent Coast Path
This summer, Margaret and Rhona's weekend linear
walk is the 66 mile Kent Coast Path from Camber to
Ramsgate, to be done over four weekends in June and
July, and all accessible by public transport.
We started on the hottest weekend so far this year, on
the epic bus journey from Dover to Camber. A mere two
hours later we set off past the glorious sands and
roasting day-trippers to Dungeness, 10 miles hence.
There is nothing scenic about this section, as miles of
MOD firing ranges deflect one inland via Lydd. We were
entertained by a procession of classic cars filing past,
including shiny Cadillacs, and by a disembodied voice
informing us that we were being filmed, as we passed a
huge poultry shed.
Dungeness is the largest vegetated shingle area in
Europe, but first one has a heavy mile of slog on the
stones to pass the power-station. As there had been no
refreshment or other facilities available all day, we were
delighted to totter into the railway station cafe where
we revived before the final mile to The Pilot and
transport home.
Next day, rested and rehydrated, most of us
reassembled at The Pilot for a delightful six mile walk

along the beach to Littlestone. We were fanned by a
lovely breeze, the going was easy, the tide was way out,
and in no time at all we were buying lunch at the Spar
shop near our bus-stop. (continued on page 23)What a
difference a week made! Day 3 was cool, damp and
drizzly, with a stiff breeze pushing us along towards
Hythe. We were again deflected inland by firing-ranges,
but the path along the Royal Military Canal made a
pleasant diversion away from the noisy road. Journey's
end was the Imperial Hotel, and Waitrose cafe for most
of us.
Day 4 was our most populous, with 13 people on the
stroll to Folkestone, pondering the various art
installations en route, and lunch at the pop-up cafes on
the Harbour Arm. We are due to complete the walk to
Ramsgate in July.
Well done gallant leaders Margaret and Rhona, and
special mention of Rhona's magnificent bus time-tabling
skills. We are now friends of Wave Bus 102.
The Kent Ramblers Guide to the Kent Coast Path, by
Robert Peel and Peter Smith, is our reference, containing
maps and masses of useful information.
Diana Backwell
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Forthcoming Events for Your Diaries.
24th-30th August: White Cliffs Walking Festival: see the
festival booklet sent out to everyone.
27th September: East Kent Ploughing Match, this will
take place at Quex Park, Manston Road, Birchington. See
separate article re volunteers needed to staff the
Ramblers stall this year.
11th October: Group holiday in Mallorca.
27th October: Quiz Night, 5 Bells, Eastry: see separate
article from Rhona Hodges.
5th November: White Cliffs Ramblers AGM, St
Margaret's Village Hall, 1.30pm start. Preceded by 6-mile
walk starting from same venue, commencing at 10 am.
22nd November: 42nd Street – musical, matinee.
Organised by John Polden – only 1 ticket left.
25th November: Barn Dance, organised by Jill and Ted
Roche, see separate article.
9th December: Christmas Cruise Around Calais. 14-mile
walk, plus time to visit local hypermarket. Led by
Graham Smith – full details in next programme.

May 24th: An evening walk was organised around the
environs of Leeds Castle, taking in the North Downs
Way. This was followed by an evening meal at a local
hostelry, organised by Margaret Milsted-Williamson.
June 11-18th A group holiday took place in Whitby,
North Yorkshire. This was led by Rowena Pearce and
Margaret Milsted-Williamson. See article.
June 30th: A Skittles evening was held at The Chance in
Guston. 22 of us attended and there was plenty of
amusement as we all tried to knock down the skittles, a
new experience for some of us. Combined with an
abundance of good food provided by The Chance, it was
a fun evening, arranged by John Polden.
July 7th: Golf Croquet, organized by Frank Hughes.
Attended by 10 people, the evening went very well and
was enjoyed by all participants.
Annual Quiz Night: Friday 27th October.
Presided over by quizzical Colin Hodges, 7 for 7.30pm at
The Five Bells pub in Eastry; Mary the landlady will give
us a menu for the half-time supper nearer the date, so
watch out for the email message. Drinks from the bar;
raffle; a thorough brain workout!

Highlights from recent events
On March 31st, April 28th, May 26th and June 30th, Carers
Walks, organized by Sue Mott have taken place. They
have been very well attended, Hole Park alone attracting
64 people! Each walk is 2 in 1, short flat and easy for
wheelchair users and longer with more varied terrain for
Carers.
May 3rd: 40 members attended the musical An
American in Paris, organised by John Polden. It was very
well staged and enjoyed by all, with excellent seats
obtained by John with the usual substantial discount.
May 4th: A dozen or so of us supported the link between
ADRA, the French group of retirees, in a 10 mile figure of
8 walk attended by 45 of them. Lunch was provided by
the Black Robin in Kingston, which catered very well for
such a large group of people. However, when asked
what was for lunch, we were all stumped to come up
with a translation for “Toad in the Hole”! Ted very ably
led the walk, the success of the day being due in no small
measure to Jill and Ted Roche's linguistic and
organisational skills.
May 20th: Our biennial Navigation and walk leaders
course took place, organised by David aided by 5 other
instructors. 15 members attended and were afforded
the opportunity to develop their map reading and
compass skills. As usual, it was very well received, a
testimony to David and his fellow tutors. We look
forward to the development of new walks leaders within
our group in due course.

Group Holiday, Whitby, North Yorkshire
On a warm and sunny afternoon, we gathered at
Sneaton Castle, originally built in the early 19th century
by James Wilson. He had made his fortune as a
plantation owner in the Caribbean, but following the
abolition of slavery he re-settled in Whitby, building
Sneaton Castle.
The original planning for this holiday was undertaken by
Alan Clewer, but when he became unwell this
responsibility was more than ably taken up by Rowena
Pearce, supported by Margaret Milsted - Williamson.
Alan continued to remain in our thoughts throughout
the week, with us sending him photos at the end of each
day’s walk.
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Our first walk was from Boulby Cliffs to Sandsend. This
followed the Cleveland Way south back to Whitby.
Passing Port Mulgrave and Rosedale Wyke, we arrived at
Runswick Bay, previously a fishing village, for lunch.
Tuesday's walk, through moorland, involved some of us
leaving a car at the Hole of Horcum, it being the longest
walk of the holiday, and cutting short the day. We
walked from Lockton to very pretty Dovedale then
climbed up to the Bridestones, where love and marriage
ceremonies may have been performed by ancient
Britons.

The remainder of our route back took us past various
disused alum quarry areas, alum being used to fix dyes in
the textile industry. The site of a Roman signal station
was to be found on a hill, followed by the welcome
opportunity of tea or ice cream after a hilly walk, at
Sandsend.
We were then rewarded with a day off, during which to
explore Whitby itself or travel further afield, to York or
on the North York Moors Railway, Scarborough or Robin
Hood's Bay, as we liked.
Then we took a lunch break at Malo Cross, an early 17th
Century cross from the time of James 1st. Those who
continued walked on to Skelton Tower, built as a
shooting lodge by a former rector of Skelton, the next
village en route.
Wednesday offered a choice of walking the old, flat
railway line or the much hillier but scenic coastal route
from Cloughton, where coaches dropped us off, to Robin
Hood's Bay. We joined the Cleveland Way , passing a
second world war radar station, surveyed by a National
Trust Consultant Archaeologist in 2000 and restored and
conserved. This walk was dubbed "The Curd Tart Walk"
as this delicious delicacy was offered at the Ravenscar
House Tea Rooms much to the delight of Margaret in
particular. Several hills later we ascended to Robin
Hood's Bay, where many of us enjoyed an ice cream in
the picturesque fishing and smuggling village prior to a
final hill and return to Sneaton Castle.

Walk 4 took us from the Hole of Horcum to Goathland,
the Hole being 600 feet deep, a mile long and a quarter
of a mile wide and surrounded by mythology as to its
origin. Later, we headed along Wade's Causeway, part of
the North York Moors National Park and cared for in
collaboration with English Heritage. Then we descended
to Goathland, made famous by (for viewers of the series)
"Heartbeat."
Our final walk was a "stone walls" walk, starting west of
Castleton, then joining the Esk Valley Walk across
Westerdale Moor. Beautiful views and some hills later
we descended into Danby Botton, then across Danby
Dale. Some of the places have intriguing names like Little
Fryup Dale and Great Fryup Dale, surrounded by myths.
Cairns and prehistoric features were in evidence,
possible dating from 2000-700 BC. We finished at Danby
Moors Centre where a café and free exhibition awaited
us. Those who did not wish to walk the entire route were
provided as usual with a shorter option, very thoughtful
of Rowena and Margaret.
This was an excellent and very well-run holiday into
which Rowena and Margaret put a great deal of
enthusiasm and extremely hard work. Thank you both
very much from all of us.
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We welcome new walkers, whether they have been members of other groups, walked on holidays, or exercised the dog or ambled
down to the shops. However, most of our long walks take about 4 hrs (plus an hour break midway) and we average 10 miles. If you
think this is too much for you, start with one of our short walks which take about 2/2.5 hrs and average 6 miles, or arrange to finish
your first walk at the halfway point.
“All sporting and leisure activities have inherent hazards associated with them and rambling is no exception.
In spite of the safety of members being of paramount concern, accidents will occasionally occur. It is important, therefore, that
when entering into the activity, each member appreciates that they have a responsibility to identify the hazards associated with it
and take all reasonable steps to eliminate or minimise the potential for an accident to happen”
The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration No 4458492. Registered Charity
in England and Wales No1093577.. Registered office; 2 nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW.

